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He displays a slight distractability of attention and a desire to "figit," or toy with something with his hands a great deal, but these symptoms are no more serious in Gideon than they are in a large number of preadolescent boys.
In the course of his clinical examination, it was found that he had fourth-grade proficiency in reading, and that he enjoys reading such books as the "Arabian Nights" for his own amusement. He passed the ten-year reading and reproduction test with one memory to spare, so that he remembers fairly well what he reads. He is a trifle slow in his arithmetic, but he has a sufficiently good arithmetical sense to know when to add, subtract, multiply, and divide. He has not memorized all his addition and subtraction combinations, but he can get them fairly quickly, and he knows all his multiplication tables perfectly. He was a trifle slow with the performance of the "intelligence" tests in the laboratory, and he failed in his first performance with the Witmer Cylinder Test. But it is probable that he would have been classed as a normal, somewhat stupid and somewhat nervous boy, had it not been for his performance with the Design Blocks. This fell so far below his other performances and was so very unlike the performance one might be led to expect from a boy of Gideon's type that it raised an interesting question in the mind of the examiner in regard to his mental imagery. How had Gideon learned to read with fourth-grade proficiency, when he had such serious trouble with such a simple problem as the making of a design from four design blocks? It was to find the answer to this question, that the examiner recommended George for clinic teaching and the resultant analytical diagnosis.
It became my business, as clinic teacher, to make a special study of Gideon's performance with the design blocks in particular and of his mental imagery in general.
The One of the most peculiar aspects of the whole investigation of this case is the fact that the boy could not give six digits on any number of repetitions, apparently, in his examination, and yet could give six on the second repetition, and apparently use this ability to good advantage a month later. The fact that his difficulty with the reproduction of six digits the first time he was tested centered consistently around one particular digit can, in view of his later performances, have only one explanation. There was some actual counter-suggestion at work here. He had gotten the idea into his head that he could not get the digit eight, and so he was never able to get that digit. The fact that 8 was the second digit in the series makes it very unlikely that it was the most natural number for him to forget because of its position in the series. Children are much more likely to have difficulty with one of the later numbers than with one of the first numbers.
His difficulty with the reproduction of five digits with the vocovisual presentation can be very easily explained by a defect in his distribution of attention.
He was trying to get a visual image of the numbers, to read them correctly and to remember them all at once, and it was impossible for him to distribute his attention successfully over all these things at once. The It was all of these defects together, rather than any particular one, which made the formation of the chevron difficult for Gideon.
Even with his inverted images, he would have been able to succeed with the test had he had the power of analyzing the situation, or of formulating a good plan by which to solve the problem. He would probably have been able to work with a higher competency had he not had the feeling that that particular task was difficult for him, and so diverted his own attention.
He will never be able to distinguish himself in the world, but it is probable that, with a careful training of his methods of thinking and his planfulness, he will be able to hold his own among his fellows and to be self-supporting. His ambition at present is to become a wagon driver or a deliveryman, and there is no reason why he should not make a good one, since this occupation does not require work with mechanical tools of any kind or intellectual ability of a very high order. He has enough judgment and common sense to get along in the world.
